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of the now Mahometan inhabitants of the Nile valley
has so mingled with that of their Arab invaders, be-
sides what further modification it may have admitted
from Negro and Nubian, Circassian and Turk, that we
will in these pages restrict the nationality as the name
of Copt to the native Christians of the land, who have
along with their peculiar form of belief retained also
the purity of their national descent without any ap-
preciable admixture.

Except a few thousands, five at most, of so-called
Catholic Copts, who to all practical intents and pur-
poses resemble the rest of the nation, the Copts of
Egypt belong, by tradition if not by knowledge, to the
Eutychian or ultra-Monophysite school; a circunixstance
which, combined with the hereditary remembrance of
historical injuries, divides the Egyptian from the
Greek by a deep cleft of national and religious hatred.
Towards the Mahometan population around the Copts
have little ill-will, though of all 'Eastern Christians'
they have had the most cause to complain. The tran-
sient atrocities of the mad Khalif Hakim can, indeed,
be scarcely laid to the charge of Islam, from which
Hakim himself was notoriously an apostate; but there
is no doubt that in following and purely Mahometan
times oppression, and even persecution, have at fre-
quent intervals weighed heavily on the Copts. The
dangerous proximity of their Western co-religionists,
the intrusive sanctity of Louis IX, and the Crusades,
which involved the loss of other and better lives than
those of the Crusaders themselves, may explain the
anti-Christian bitterness of the rulers of Egypt; and
the knowledge of the mediate cause may have rendered
the Copts less hostile than might have been else ex-
pected to their immediate oppressors. Besides, they
are a patient people.